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STEVE MCQUEEN: 
THE MAN & LE MANS
WEDNESDAY 23RD, 8PM IRISH PREMIERE

The films Steve McQueen made in the 1960s 
(Bullitt, The Thomas Crown Affair) not only 
defined him as an icon of the age, but also 
made him a powerful and highly paid 
Hollywood player. His fascination with 
motor sports led to a driven commitment to 
make a film about French endurance race Le 
Mans. It was a huge folly and a commercial 
flop, and a project that almost destroyed 
him. With candour, wit and insight, John 
McKenna and Gabriel Clarke revisit the 
making of the film, interviewing many who 
were there at the time, to present a 
revealing study of a screen idol and a telling 
tale about filmmaking, Hollywood, sport 
and obsession.
DIRECTORS: JOHN MCKENNA/GABRIEL CLARKE

112 MINUTES • UK • 2015

CINEMA: A PUBLIC AFFAIR 
SATURDAY 26TH, 1PM IRISH PREMIERE

Naum Kleiman, director of the Moscow 
Film Museum, has a reputation such that 
when the Russian Minister of Culture fired 
him, the latest in a long line of trials 
he had faced, the Museum’s entire staff 
resigned in protest. On opening in 1989, 
the museum had been a haven for artistic 
and intellectual discussion, as loyal 
punters such as Leviathan director Andrey 
Zvyagintsev attest. But as perestroika 
dwindled, interference increased and 
Kleiman was consistently undermined. 
Wearing his troubles nobly, Tatiana 
Brandrup’s vibrant film presents him as 
a modern Russian hero and a passionate 
advocate for the power of cinema.
DIRECTOR: TATIANA BRANDRUP 

100 MINUTES • GERMANY • 2015 • SUBTITLES

SPEED SISTERS 
FRIDAY 25TH, 8.30PM IRISH PREMIERE

A speed car racing scene has flourished in 
the West Bank recently, providing release 
and distraction in the volatile region. 
Though a sport dominated by men, an 
all-female racing team are winning fans and 
admirers and attracting enviable sponsorship 
deals. Amber Fares’ lively and daring 
documentary follows five Palestinian 
women racers who are desperate to be 
taken seriously. Though they come from 
different backgrounds, with a variety of 
motivations, they are determined to 
overcome the repression they are confronted 
with. Speed Sisters boldly confounds 
stereotypes while illustrating the diversity of 
the Palestinian experience.
DIRECTOR: AMBER FARES • 80 MINUTES 

UK/DENMARK/QATAR/CANADA/USA/PALESTINIAN 

TERRITORIES • 2015 • SUBTITLES

3 1/2 MINUTES, TEN BULLETS 
THURSDAY 24TH, 8.30PM IRISH PREMIERE

In 2012, during the consumerist clamour 
that has become known as Black Friday in 
America, a black teenager named Jordan 
Davis died after being shot in the car park 
of a Florida Gas Station. The middle-aged 
white man who had pulled the trigger, 
Michael Dunn, was arrested the next day 
and claimed he acted in self-defence. 
Marc Silver’s probing, pertinent film 
revisits the night of the incident and 
follows the long, divisive resultant trial, 
attempting to unravel the truth of what 
happened. The result is a provocative 
documentary that says much about race 
and justice in America today.
DIRECTOR: MARC SILVER

98 MINUTES • USA • 2015

CHAMPS  
FRIDAY 25TH, 6.30PM IRISH PREMIERE

Focussing on Evander Holyfield, Bernard 
Hopkins and Mike Tyson, fighters who 
emerged from impoverished backgrounds 
to become heralded champions, Bert 
Marcus’ absorbing film presents boxing 
as a facilitator of the American Dream, 
while having the courage to confront the 
sport’s serious failings. Celebrity fight 
fans and commentators declare their love 
for boxing while the film highlights how 
societal problems such as racism, poverty, 
and the education and prison systems 
are indelibly connected to it. Thrilling 
archive footage of those great sportsmen 
only serves to show how, despite these 
issues, boxing can be such an irresistible 
spectacle.
DIRECTOR: BERT MARCUS

100 MINUTES • USA • 2015

A TURNING TIDE IN THE 
LIFE OF MAN
THURSDAY 24TH, 6PM  DUBLIN PREMIERE

Loïc Jourdain’s first feature documentary 
follows John O’Brien, a fisherman from 
the island of Inis Bó Finne and his 
lengthy campaign to regain his ancestral 
right to fish the Donegal seas. The 
film explores the origins and political 
complexity of the global problem facing 
small fishermen and the impact on the 
lives of small coastal communities. It 
also celebrates the power of determined 
individuals to instigate change. 
DIRECTOR: LOÏC JOURDAIN • 106 MINUTES 

IRELAND/FRANCE • 2015 

This screening will be in the presence of 
the director, members of the Oireachtas, 
and Minister of State at the Department 
of Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources, Joe McHugh.



WAR IN EASTERN CONGO
SATURDAY 26TH, 3PM  WORLD PREMIERE

During the ongoing war in the Eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo where over 
six million people have been killed, there 
has been a phenomenally high level of 
rape. Award-winning filmmaker Dearbhla 
Glynn explores the impact of war on this 
country, presenting an uncompromising 
examination of the sexual violence 
perpetrated against its women. Exploring 
the experience of both victims and 
perpetrators – foot soldiers, warlords and 
high-ranking commandants – it emerges 
as an arresting account of how war leaves 
few victors – least of all women – whose 
value is often rendered worthless.
DIRECTOR: DEARBHLA GLYNN 

60 MINUTES (APPROX) • IRELAND • 2015 

There will be a post-screening Q&A with 
director Dearbhla Glynn.

ORION: THE MAN WHO 
WOULD BE KING
SATURDAY 26TH, 9.30PM  IRISH PREMIERE

Struggling musician Jimmy Ellis was 
regularly dismissed by record companies 
for sounding too much like Elvis. Soon 
after August 16, 1977, Sun Records signed 
Ellis as Orion, who performed in a garish 
mask and fuelled rumours that The 
King might not be dead after all. Orion 
recorded 11 albums and was a live draw, 
but Ellis’ hard-won fame wasn’t what he 
imagined. Consummate filmmaker Jeanie 
Finlay (The Great Hip Hop Hoax) rescues 
another great story from rock ‘n’ roll’s 
annals, celebrating the life of a previously 
unheralded man of mystery.
DIRECTOR: JEANIE FINLAY • 88 MINUTES

UK • 2015

There will be a post-screening Q&A with 
director Jeanie Finlay.

REALITY BITES & DOCUMENTARY
SHORTS PROGRAMME
SATURDAY 26TH, 5PM 

Once again we premiere Bord Scannán 
na hÉireann/the Irish Film Board Reality 
Bites, alongside a brace of independent 
short documentaries. The Reality Bites are 
Katie Lincoln’s 45, about the popular card 
game and Niamh Heery’s Displaced, about 
human disconnection. Independent shorts 
are: Anne Maree Barry’s No Mean City, a 
dystopian vision of architecture and loss; 
Cara Holmes’ Our Gemma, a touching story 
about identity; Sinéad McDevitt’s Ballsy, 
a surfer’s personal triumph; Sorcha Clark’s 
WW2 animation Paper Planes; and Deirdre 
Mullins and Nathan Fagan’s Fallen Bird, a 
portrait of a man making amends.
TOTAL DURATION: 80 MINUTES

All shorts are in competition.

I AM DUBLIN 
SUNDAY 27TH, 1PM  IRISH PREMIERE

When filmmaker David Aronowitsch cast 
Ahmed as an asylum seeker in a short film 
he was making, he became fascinated 
with how the actor’s life mirrored the 
role. Arriving in Italy, Ahmed travelled 
to Sweden. Applying to legitimately 
make the country his home after six 
years, Ahmed is denied that opportunity 
because of an EU law known as the Dublin 
Regulation, which only allows him to 
apply for asylum in the country where 
he first entered Europe. Aronowitsch’s 
film follows Ahmed in trying to sort out 
his desperate, Catch-22 situation, and 
is shockingly timely in depicting the 
struggles many immigrants face in trying 
to make their lives in Europe.
DIRECTOR: DAVID ARONOWITSCH • 80 MINUTES

SWEDEN/FINLAND • 2015 • SUBTITLES

THE PEARL BUTTON 
(EL BOTÓN DE NÁCAR)
SUNDAY 27TH, 3PM  IRISH PREMIERE

Master filmmaker Patricio Guzmán’s 
(Nostalgia for the Light) latest inventive 
documentary presents itself as a 
film fascinated with water and how 
Chile, with one of the longest oceanic 
coastlines, is a country beholden to 
it. From there, Guzmán illustrates, in 
poetic, essayistic style, key and brutal 
moments in Chilean history, addressing 
the slaughter perpetrated by European 
colonists and the dumping of the bodies 
of murdered political prisoners into 
the sea by Pinochet’s wretched regime, 
achieving an extraordinary balance in 
creating a film both artistically striking 
and purposefully political.
DIRECTOR: PATRICIO GUZMÁN • 82 MINUTES 

FRANCE/CHILE/SPAIN • 2015 • SUBTITLES

IN TRANSIT 
SATURDAY 26TH, 7PM  IRISH PREMIERE

Documentary pioneer Albert Maysles’ 
wonderful final film depicts life aboard 
The Empire Builder, America’s busiest 
long-distance train route, carrying those 
travelling towards reunions, and those 
running away; people desperate for 
friendship, or solitude. Maysles’ trade-
mark observational style allows these 
fascinating characters, the beating heart 
of America, to reveal themselves, while 
the patient, unobtrusive camerawork is 
occasionally distracted by the glorious 
countryside passing by.
DIRECTORS: ALBERT MAYSLES/LYNN TRUE/

NELSON WALKER/BEN WU/DAVID USUI 

76 MINUTES • USA • 2015 

There will be a post-screening Q&A 
with Executive Director of the Maysles 
Documentary Center, Erika Dilday.
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TICKETS
▶ Tickets cost ¤9.50 except for the opening film which includes a post-screening 

reception and costs ¤13. (Free list suspended.)
▶ Special Events are ¤5 (includes tea and coffee).
▶ Daily Membership cost ¤1 (which will be added to the individual ticket price). 
▶ Become an IFI Member! Enjoy fascinating and award-winning cinema all year 

round for less at the IFI when you sign up for IFI Membership.  
Only ¤25 (¤15 for concessions) per annum. Sign up at the IFI Box Office or  
online at www.ifi.ie/membership

▶ Special Package Price 5 films for ¤40. Available in person at the IFI Box Office only.

Booking:
IFI Box Office 01 679 3477
www.ifi.ie/docfest
6 Eustace St, Temple Bar, Dublin 2

BARGAINTOWN
SUNDAY 27TH, 5PM  DUBLIN PREMIERE

Bargaintown is a re-discovered meditation 
on urban decay made by a young German 
filmmaker in Dublin in 1988. Featuring 
interviews with antique dealers, barbers 
and barmen, it is a record of the lives 
and opinions of a vanished Dublin, years 
before the celtic tiger changed its very 
fabric. Highlights include an auction at 
Tormey Brothers’, a night of song and 
dance at the old Workingmen’s Club on 
Wellington Quay, and performances by 
veteran bluesman Frank Quigley. The film 
has never been screened in Dublin before.
DIRECTORS: DAVID JAZAY/JUDITH KLINGER 

70 MINUTES • GERMANY • B&W • 1988/2015 

This digital restoration from 16mm negative 
elements has been supported by the IFI and 
by the Goethe-Institut Irland.  
Director David Jazay will be in attendance.

A SYRIAN LOVE STORY 
SUNDAY 27TH, 7PM  IRISH PREMIERE

Amer and Raghda met in a Syrian prison 
cell, both jailed for crimes against the 
state, initially communicating through a 
hole in the wall. They fell in love, and, 
when they were released, they got married 
and started a family. Acclaimed filmmaker 
Sean McAllister entered their life prior to 
the wave of resistance that became known 
as the Arab Spring, when Raghda was 
sent back to prison and Amer was taking 
care of their young children. He visited 
them frequently over five tumultuous 
years. Awarded the Grand Jury prize at the 
Sheffield Doc/Fest, A Syrian Love Story is an 
emotive depiction of a couple whose noble 
fight for freedom both defines and dictates 
the course of their relationship.
DIRECTOR: SEAN MCALLISTER

80 MINUTES • UK • 2015

IFI Documentary 
Festival 
Special Events
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH BORD SCANNÁN  
NA hÉIREANN/THE IRISH FILM BOARD.

As well as showcasing the finest 
original international and Irish 
documentary films, and providing a 
platform for Irish filmmakers to show 
their work, the festival aims to foster 
creative collaboration between Irish 
and international producers and 
programmers, and bring filmmakers and 
audiences closer together.

RADHARC RESTORED: 
A CASE STUDY IN 
DIGITAL PRESERVATION 
THURSDAY 24TH, 11AM 

This panel will present the results of the 
first phase of the Radharc Archive Project, 
which has restored and digitally preserved 
15 from a series of over 400 documentaries 
made by Radharc between 1962 and 1996. 
The project – a collaboration between the 
Radharc Trust, IFI Irish Film Archive, RTÉ 
and Screen Scene – is supported by the BAI 
Archiving Scheme. This presentation will 
include contributions from the Radharc 
team on the history of the collection; from 
archive and technical personnel on the 
restoration process; and from the BAI on 
the aims of the BAI Archiving Scheme.
See also Archive at Lunchtime in IFI 
September programme.

DOCUMENTARY INDUSTRY DAY
FRIDAY 25TH, 10AM – 6PM 

Supported by Bord Scannán na hÉireann/
the Irish Film Board, the IFI will host a day 
of seminars, masterclasses and panels for 
documentary producers and directors. It 
will give participants the opportunity to 
network with established filmmakers, 
major festival programmers, sales agents 
and commissioning editors with a focus on 
developing the ability to operate in the 
international marketplace. Places are 
limited and booking in advance is required.
Full details available on  
www.ifi.ie/docfest

WOMEN IN FILM AND 
TELEVISION IRELAND – 
WOMEN TELLING TALES
SATURDAY 26TH, 11AM  

The panel, presented by WIFT, will discuss 
the role of women in documentary 
filmmaking – internationally and in 
Ireland – and will ask why documentary 
film appears to draw far more women 
than other forms (in 2014/15 29% of 
documentaries in A-list festivals in the 
US were directed by women compared 
to 18% of narrative features). It will also 
explore the societal impact of this work 
and question whether “women’s issues” 
are better represented in documentary or 
drama form.


