
WE ARE MANY
Thursday 25th, 7pm irish premiere

Premiering to standing ovations at the 
prestigious Sheffield DocFest, We Are Many 
was the breakout hit of the festival. It uses 
the biggest ever protest mobilisation, the 
anti-Iraq-War marches of February 2003, 
as a fulcrum, exploring the legitimacy of 
that war and also the enduring impact of 
that protest, from local upheaval to very 
real changes in Arab countries. This is a 
personal and political film, told on an epic 
scale, featuring interviews with Damon 
Albarn, Jesse Jackson, Richard Branson, 
Noam Chomsky, Tony Benn, Lindsey German, 
Medea Benjamin and a candid Hans Blix.
director: amir amirani • 104 minutes

uk • 2014 • colour • d-cinema

there will be a post-screening Q&a 
with director amir amirani

BLOOD FRUIT
Friday 26th, 6.30pm dublin premiere

Feature-documentary award winner and 
crowd pleaser at the Galway Film Fleadh, 
Blood Fruit takes us to 1984, the height of 
apartheid in South Africa. Mary Manning, a 
21-year-old Dunnes Stores checkout girl, 
refused to sell two Outspan grapefruits 
under direction from her union in support 
of the anti-apartheid struggle. She and 
ten other supporters were suspended 
and a strike ensued. The 11 knew little 
about apartheid and assumed they’d be 
back to work before long but the arrival on 
the picket line of activist Nimrod Sejake 
changed everything, setting the strikers on 
a path they could never have expected.
director: sinead o’brien • 80 minutes

ireland • 2014 • colour/b&w • d-cinema

REALITY BITES 
DOCUMENTARY SHORTS
Saturday 27th, 5pm world premiere

Many shorts from the Bord Scannán na 
hÉireann/Irish Film Board scheme, Reality 
Bites, have gone on to play at major 
festivals and win international awards, and 
this year’s batch is as strong as ever. The 
programme features Tom Burke and Paul 
Quinn’s Bloody Good Headline, on Dublin 
newspaper sellers; Under Open Skies by 
Ben Jones is a nostalgic look at handball 
alleys; and 7th Son, by Narayan Van Maele, 
focuses on the magical healing powers of 
the seventh son. Expect strong images, 
great stories and at least a few laughs.
total duration: 45 minutes (approx.)

All shorts are in competition.  
Full programme available on www.ifi.ie/stf

LOVE IS ALL
Saturday 27th, 6.15pm irish premiere

Love is All takes us on a journey through 
the 20th century, exploring love and 
courtship on screen in a century of 
unprecedented social upheaval. From 
the very first kisses ever caught on film, 
through the disruption of war, to the birth 
of youth culture, gay liberation and free 
love, we follow courting couples flirting 
at tea dances, kissing in the back of the 
movies, shacking up and fighting for the 
right to love. This is the celluloid story of 
love and courtship since the birth of the 
movie camera.
director: kim longinotto • 70 minutes

uk • 2014 • colour/b&w • d-cinema

there will be a post-screening Q&a 
with director kim longinotto 

IN A HOUSE THAT 
CEASED TO BE
Saturday 27th, 8pm world premiere

Ciarín Scott’s intimate, emotional portrait 
of the remarkable Christina Noble is 
startling in its frankness. It forgoes a 
conventional retelling of her journey from 
poverty in the slums of Dublin to becoming 
a prominent campaigner for the rights of 
children throughout the world in favour of 
presenting the real, complex woman 
behind the headlines. It reveals a 
compassionate and dedicated crusader 
motivated to some degree by the contempt 
she carries for the way she and her siblings 
were treated when they were young.
director: ciarín scott • 92 minutes

ireland • 2014 • colour • d-cinema

there will be a post-screening Q&a 
with director ciarín scott

WHITEY: UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA V. 
JAMES J. BULGER
Friday 26th, 8.30pm irish premiere

Whitey is a part courtroom drama and 
part telling exposé of the murky world 
where undercover FBI agents meet 
high-level criminals. Gaining impressive 
access to lawyers, investigators, victims 
and gangsters, Emmy-winning filmmaker 
Joe Berlinger uses famous Irish-American 
criminal ‘Whitey’ Bulger’s recent trial as 
an opportunity to explore corruption in 
law enforcement and scrutinise the myth 
around Bulger. Berlinger deftly handles 
complex and often contradictory evidence 
to create a riveting and frightening picture 
of Bulger’s reign and how exactly he 
survived for so long.
director: joe berlinger • 130 minutes

usa • 2014 • colour/b&w • d-cinema

DOCUMENTARY SHORTS
Saturday 27th, 1.30pm dublin premiere

Programmed in association with Eat 
My Shorts, a strong collection of seven 
shorts includes Wandering Rocks, which 
unlocks the life on a discarded cassette; 
Still Can’t Hear Her Mouth, a portrait film 
about stories, faded memories and the 
uncanny; Bo, about a man and his wife… 
and his cows; Harmanli, featuring Syrians’ 
daily attempts to survive a refugee camp 
in Bulgaria; The Wild Geese, which gets to 
the heart of sea swimmers; In Search of 
a Ritual, about a woman’s journey to make 
sense of the loss of her son; and Les 
Bénéfices de la vache, advice to children 
of revolution.
total duration: 75 minutes (approx.)

All shorts are in competition.  
Full programme available on www.ifi.ie/stf

NIGHT WILL FALL
Saturday 27th, 3.15pm irish premiere

In 1945, the Allies had the novel idea of 
training soldiers to film the liberation of 
Europe. What these fledgling cameramen 
found was both shocking and powerful as 
they travelled alongside forces into Nazi 
Concentration Camps. This footage was to 
be the basis for a post-war feature-
documentary, mastermined by cinematic 
luminaries like Hitchcock, Wilder and 
Sidney Bernstein. However, the film never 
saw the light of day and this evocative 
feature reveals what happened to the 
enterprise while also presenting some of 
the most effecting war images you are 
ever likely to see.
director: andre singer • 75 minutes

uk/usa/israel • 2014 • colour/b&w • d-cinema

there will be a post-screening Q&a 
with director andre singer

IT CAME FROM CONNEMARA
Saturday 27th, 10pm dublin premiere

This is the incongruous tale of when 
legendary Hollywood B-movie producer 
(of films like Swamp Women) Roger 
Corman created a studio in Connemara 
in the mid-1990s. In five years here 
he produced close to 20 feature films 
with Irish crew and Hollywood actors. 
Corman’s time in Ireland was somewhat 
controversial though, as he upset unions 
and the tastes of cinephiles. Meanwhile 
those who worked for him adored the 
experience. It Came from Connemara 
lovingly tells this fascinating and often 
amusing story, using the testimonies of 
those who were there to make it happen.
director: brian reddin • 60 minutes

ireland • 2014 • colour/b&w • digi-beta

there will be a post-screening Q&a 
with director brian reddin

CONCERNING VIOLENCE
Sunday 28th, 2pm irish premiere

Swedish director Göran Hugo Olsson, 
maker of the stunning The Black Power 
Mixtape, returns again to the archives to 
create an unsettling, intelligent and 
overwhelming film, this time about the 
African liberation struggles of the ’60s 
and ’70s. Narration by ex-Fugee Lauryn 
Hill, drawn from psychologist/philosopher 
Frantz Fanon’s seminal anticolonial text, 
The Wretched of the Earth, powers the 
film as it surveys the agression of colonial 
power and the brutal, chaotic violence 
required to defeat it. A winner at Berlin, 
this documentary is undoubtedly one of 
the most compelling of the year.
director: göran olsson • 85 minutes

usa/sweden/denmark/finland • 2014 

colour • d-cinema

LIFE ITSELF
Sunday 28th, 4pm irish premiere

The latest film from award-winning Hoop 
Dreams helmer, Steve James, is an 
affectionate and moving portrayal of the 
life and death of arguably America’s 
best-known film critic, Roger Ebert. Life 
Itself, based to some extent on the 
auto-biography of the same name, takes a 
candid journey through Ebert’s life, taking 
in his battles with alcoholism, his 
middle-age courtship and marriage, his 
fractious relationship with fellow critic 
Gene Siskel and, ultimately, his 
unsuccessful battle with throat cancer.  
A love letter to Ebert, and cinema itself.
director: steve james • 120 minutes

usa • 2014 • colour/b&w • d-cinema

It’s my pleasure to welcome you to 
this year’s IFI Stranger Than Fiction 
Documentary Film Festival, where we 
will again be showing some of the very 
best documentary work from Ireland 
and abroad.
We’re honoured that so many filmmakers 
have chosen to give Dublin audiences 
their first chance to see these 
remarkable documentaries at this 
festival. We’re delighted to host the world 
premiere of Ciarín Scott’s In a House 
That Ceased to Be as well as premieres 
for other excellent Irish-made films, 
including Blood Fruit, Showrunners 
and It Came from Connemara, and the 
world premiere of the Bord Scannán 
na hÉireann/Irish Film Board’s Reality 
Bites. Our international programme 
includes Irish premieres of Steve James’ 
Life Itself, Kim Longinotto’s Love is All, 
Joe Berlinger’s Whitey: United States 
of America V. James J. Bulger, Andreas 
Johnsen’s Ai Weiwei – The Fake Case, 
Andre Singer’s Night Will Fall and Amir 
Amirani’s We Are Many. We’re also 
pleased to welcome many special guests 
for Q&As and panel discussions.
Ross Whitaker, Festival Programmer



AI WEIWEI – 
THE FAKE CASE
Sunday 28th, 6.30pm irish premiere

Returning from 81 days of solitary 
detention and under house arrest, China’s 
most celebrated and provocative artist 
suffers from a sleeping disorder and 
memory loss while Chinese authorities 
watch his every move. This fascinating and 
revealing film follows Ai Weiwei as he is 
met with a gigantic lawsuit by the Chinese 
authorities yet still finds new ways to 
challenge the Chinese establishment in his 
fight for human rights. He believes that 
China is ready for change and he will do 
everything he can to make it happen.
director: andreas johnsen • 86 minutes

denmark • 2013 • colour • d-cinema

there will be a post-screening Q&a 
with director andreas johnsen

SHOWRUNNERS
Sunday 28th, 8.30pm world premiere

This film lifts the lid on the fascinating 
world of U.S. television showrunners 
and the creative teams that combine to 
make some of the leading series on TV. 
These women and men instigated the 
writer-led revolution and battle daily 
between art and commerce, managing 
every aspect of a show’s development 
and production. Featuring interviews with 
the showrunners behind Lost, Boardwalk 
Empire, The Big Bang Theory, The Good 
Wife, Sons of Anarchy, Spartacus, Buffy 
the Vampire Slayer, Battlestar Galactica 
and Persons of Interest, this is a film for 
the box-set generation.
director: des doyle • 90 minutes • ireland/ 

usa • 2014 • colour • d-cinema

there will be a post-screening Q&a 
with director des doyle

IFI STRANGER
THAN FICTION
SPECIAL EVENTS
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH BORD SCANNÁN 
NA hÉIREANN/IRISH FILM BOARD 

as well as showcasing the finest 
original international and irish 
documentary films, and providing a 
platform for irish filmmakers to show 
their work, the festival aims to foster 
creative collaboration between irish 
and international producers and 
programmers, and bring filmmakers 
and audiences closer together.

documentary industry day
Friday, September 26th, 10am – 6pm
Supported by the Bord Scannán na 
hÉireann/Irish Film Board, the IFI will 
host a day of seminars, masterclasses 
and panels for documentary producers 
and directors. It will give participants 
the opportunity to network with major 
festival programmers, sales agents and 
commissioning editors with a focus on 
developing the ability to operate in the 
international marketplace. 
Places are limited and booking in 
advance is required. 
Full details available on www.ifi.ie/stf

how to make a winning 
documentary short
Saturday, September 27th, 10am
In recent years, Irish Short Documentaries 
have screened at major festivals across 
the world and brought home many 
international awards. In this panel, 
successful short documentary makers 
– including Ciaran Cassidy (Last Days of 
Peter Bergmann), Colm Quinn (Needle 
Exchange) and other filmmakers – discuss 
their approach to making their films and 
how they went about maximising their 
impact at festivals and beyond. 
Full details and booking information 
available on www.ifi.ie/stf

getting places in  
feature documentary
Saturday, September 27th, 11:30am
Featuring producers and directors who 
have had success with both short and 
feature documentaries (including the 
makers of recent Galway Film Fleadh hit 
One Million Dubliners), this panel will 
focus on progressing from shorts to 
features and the different creative and 
commercial challenges that entails. The 
panel will also discuss pushing beyond 
your first feature and making a career in 
the international marketplace. 
Full details and booking information 
available on www.ifi.ie/stf
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www.ifi.ie/stf

IFI 
STRANGER
THAN 
FICTION
Documentary 
Film Festival
September 25th-28th 
2014

@IFI_Dub #IFIstf
 
facebook.com/irishfilminstitute

TICKETS
▶ Tickets cost ¤9.20 except for the opening film which includes a post-screening 

reception and costs ¤13. (Free list suspended.)
▶ Special Events are ¤5 (includes tea and coffee).
▶ Daily Membership cost ¤1 (which will be added to the individual ticket price). 

*Special annual IFI Membership deal!* Buy or show your IFI Stranger Than 
Fiction ticket at IFI Box Office and you can get or renew an IFI Membership for a 
special price of only ¤20 (usually ¤25). This special offer is ONLY for customers 
attending IFI Stranger Than Fiction events! Closes September 28th, 2014.

▶ Special Package Price 5 films for ¤40. Available in person at the IFI Box Office only.

Booking:
IFI Box Office 01 679 3477
www.ifi.ie/stf
6 Eustace St, Temple Bar, Dublin 2


