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2 Stranger Than Fiction 2008

as the lives of people and 
communities around us.
Witness the beautiful sleep
furiously, a glorious 
celebration of Welsh rural life,
so fresh you can almost smell
the country air. While we
debate what Europe means to
us, Corridor#8 sheds a light on
the absurdities of life on the
other side of the continent.
Jesus Camp and The Order of
Myths explore darker elements
of American life, while Kim
Longinotto’s Hold Me Tight, Let
Me Go is a heartbreaking film
of hope and despair in
England’s education system.

Documentary can also give us
insights into the lives and
thoughts of truly inspirational 
individuals, such as the films
on Patti Smith, Gabriel Byrne,
Lee Scratch Perry and 
Ireland’s godfather of 
documentary, George Morrison
(Waiting for the Light).

Filmmakers will be very excited
to hear that Nick Fraser (BBC,
Storyville), Tue Steen Muller
(EDN) and other select guests

will be exploring ‘the pitch’ in a
series of industry events.

Irish documentary thrives on,
buoyed with funding from the
Arts Council, Bord Scannán na
hÉireann/the Irish Film Board
(IFB), RTÉ and TG4. This year’s
programme sees significant
new work from the 
experienced hands of Alan
Gilsenan (I see a Darkness) and
Pat Collins (Pilgrim, Gabriel
Byrne – Stories from Home),
alongside films from up and
coming filmmakers such as
Tanya Doyle (House) and Nino
Tropiano (Chippers).

Like a good box of 
chocolates, I hope that I have
put together a selection 
which will have something for
everyone… Enjoy the films, and
for those of you who fancy the
whole box, fair play to you – 
see the box office about 
a discount!

James Kelly
Festival Director
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It’s my great pleasure to 
welcome you to the 7th annual
Stranger Than Fiction Festival.
Once again, we are delighted
to offer you an exciting 
selection of the best 
documentaries from around
the world, as well as some of
the finest Irish films of 2008. 

Documentary, at its best, offers
us a unique window into
another world. It can help us
understand ourselves, as well
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IFI Principal Funder Stranger Than Fiction Partners

A special thanks to Éadaoin O’Reilly, Ross Whitaker and all the
festival volunteers who have given generously of their time to
help make this festival possible.

The Jury Prize for the winner of 
the Stranger Than Fiction Short
Film Selection has been kindly
sponsored by Bord Scannán na
hÉireann/the Irish Film Board.
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Ticket prices vary from €7 to
€11 depending on the time
and duration of the screening.
Members receive a €2
discount on all ticket prices.
There are special package
prices of €40 for 5 films and
€70 for 10 films, but each 
ticket purchased must be for a
different film.

Tickets are available from 
IFI, 6 Eustace Street, 
Temple Bar, 
Dublin 2 
or from the box office 
on 01 679 3477 
or online at www.ifi.ie

We’d love to hear about your
experiences at the IFI, so 
please email any comments to
feedback@irishfilm.ie

Membership is required for all
films. Daily membership costs
€1 and annual membership
just €20. Annual membership
entitles the bearer to discounts
on all screenings, free preview
screenings of selected films
throughout the year, one 
complimentary ticket and a
host of other benefits. 
See www.ifi.ie or call 
01 679 5744 for further 
information.

Schedule
Thursday 09.30 Pitch Perfect! (industry event)    

20.30 sleep furiously    

Friday 09.30 Pitch Perfect! (industry event)    
13.00 Route Irish
13.15 The Blue Tailor (An Táilliúir Gorm)
14.30 About Beauty
14.45 Forbidden Love
16.00 Greendale, Death of a School
17.30 The Order of Myths
19.00 Jesus Camp    
20.45 Patti Smith: Dream of Life    

Saturday 11.00 Please Vote for Me    
11.30 The John O’Conor Beethoven Project (Working Title)   
12.00 Chippers    
12.45 Inishark, Death of an Island (Inis Airc, Bás Oileáin)
13.30 Note by Note: The Making of Steinway L1037    
14.15 I see a Darkness    
15.15 Gabriel Byrne – Stories from Home    
17.00 Waiting for the Light    
19.00 Tory Island (Oileán Thoraí)    
20.45 The Upsetter – The Life & Music of Lee Scratch Perry    

Sunday 12.00 Short Film Selection    
12.00 House    
14.00 A Bloody Canvas    
15.45 Hold Me Tight, Let Me Go    
17.30 Corridor#8    
19.00 Football Undercover    
20.30 Annie Leibovitz: Life Through a Lens
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For further information
please visit
www.strangerthanfiction.ie
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Excellent pitching to potential funders is critical
in ensuring that a project gets off the ground.
There is little room for poor presentation of ideas
in a domain where resources are scarce and
competition is keen. This year Stranger Than
Fiction, in association with Bord Scannán na
hÉireann/the Irish Film Board (IFB), has put in
place quality training and pitching sessions. These
will consist of an intensive training session with
documentary expert Tue Steen Muller. One week
after this, participants will get to put these 
pitching skills into practice in front of two expert
panels made up of key players in the industry.

Fee for Training Workshop and 
Pitching Event:
€80 Training and Pitching Event for 

Screen Producers Ireland members
€95 Training and Pitching Event for 

non-members
€25 To attend the Pitching Event only

Please note that there will be very few places for
the Pitching Event allocated to people who have
not attended the Training Workshop.
Places are limited and allocated on a first come,
first served basis. 

Application Deadline: 8th of September. 
Application: Please email Training Workshop
and Pitching Session Manager Emer Mullarkey
emer@screenproducersireland.com for details on
how to apply and to book your place.

Pitch Perfect! 
Training Workshop

Dates 16th & 17th of September 
Starting Time 10.00am
Location Cultivate, 15-19 Essex Street West

Temple Bar 
Duration 2 days

Participant Profile
Irish producers who wish to enhance their 
pitching skills, and to engage with Irish and 
international commissioning editors in areas 
of theatrical feature documentary and 
broadcast documentary.

Course Profile
The course will cover the following:
• How to construct and build a thorough pitch
• How to present your pitch successfully (with

practical exercises, feedback etc.)
• What commissioning editors are looking for
• Pitfalls to avoid when pitching
• Fine-tuning and improving a pitch that you

have been working on 
• Selection of the best pitches which will then

go through to the Stranger Than Fiction
Festival Pitching Session.

Pitching Trainer: Tue Steen Muller
Tue Steen Muller worked with short and 
documentary films for more than 20 years at 
the Danish Film Board. He was Co-founder of
Balticum Film and TV Festival, Filmkontakt 
Nord and Documentary of the EU. He has given
documentary courses and seminars in more 
than 30 countries. In 2004 he was awarded the
Danish Roos Prize for his contribution to the
Danish and European documentary culture. 
He was director of EDN since it started in 1996
and was given the EDN Life Achievement 
Award in 2005. From 2006, he was a freelance
consultant and teacher at various different 
film schools. He was a teacher at the EU MEDIA
programme workshops Ex Oriente, Archidoc,
EAVE, Discovery Campus, and programme 
consultant for the festivals Magnificent7 in
Belgrade, DOCSBarcelona and DOKLeipzig. From
September 2007 he was a teacher at the Zelig
Documentary Film School, Bolzano, Italy. He
writes daily about documentaries in English on
www.filmkommentaren.dk   

Pitch Perfect! 
Television Documentary 
Pitching Event
This event will involve a panel of experts 
exploring and discussing the vital ingredients of a
good pitch in the area of television documentary.
Participants from the pitch training workshop 
will get the opportunity to publicly pitch their
ideas to a panel, who will offer constructive 
feedback. The panel will be made up of the 
following guests:

Kevin Dawson
RTÉ, Commissioning Editor Factual Programming
Kevin has been Commissioning Editor for factual
programmes at RTÉ Television since 1999 and he
is responsible for the key output in history, arts
and contemporary documentaries. Most of his
time is spent commissioning independently, and
factual output runs to about 120 peaktime hours
per year. He was formerly a staff producer and a

Stranger Than Fiction Pitch Perfect!
Training Workshop and Pitching Events
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reporter at RTÉ, and previously worked in the
print media as a newspaper writer and executive.

Micheál Ó Meallaigh
TG4, Head of Programmes Department
Micheál Ó Meallaigh worked in the independent
production sector and in training new producers/
directors before being appointed as one of two
commissioning editors for TnaG, the Irish 
language broadcasting service, launched in
October 1996. He is currently Senior
Commissioning Editor concentrating on 
documentary, comedy, drama and promoting
international co-productions through the EBU
Documentary Group.

Fintan Maguire
TV3, Commissioning and Creative Services Executive
Fintan Maguire is the Commissioning Editor 
for TV3. As part of his role at TV3, Fintan is
responsible for the management of TV3’s 
investments in, and relationships with, the 
independent production sector in Ireland. He 
also oversees all elements of TV3’s indigenous
commissioning programme output.

Date Thursday, 25th September
Location Meeting Room at the IFI 
Time From 9.30am 

Pitch Perfect! 
Feature Length Theatrical
Documentary Pitching Event
This event will involve a panel of experts exploring
and discussing the vital ingredients of a good 
pitch for feature length theatrical documentaries.
Events will include public pitching sessions, where
producers will get the opportunity to publicly pitch
their ideas to a panel, who will offer constructive
feedback. The panel will be made up of the 
following guests:

Andrew Herwitz
The Film Sales Company, President 
Andrew Herwitz is President of The Film Sales 
Company, the New York based domestic sales
agent/producer’s representative. The company
specialises in securing domestic and international
distribution for English and foreign language 
finished films, as well as financing for English 
language packaged projects. The company has
had particular success in financing and selling
documentary films. Among the more notable
documentary films the company has sold are 

Iraq in Fragments (2007 Academy Award
Nominee), Born Into Brothels (2005 Academy
Award Winner, Best Documentary) and
Fahrenheit 9/11 (highest grossing documentary
film of all time).

Dana O’Keefe
Cinetic Media, Senior Executive
Dana O’Keefe joined Cinetic Media in 2002, and is
a senior executive in the sales, financing, and
management divisions of the company. During
his tenure, the company facilitated the sale and
financing of a diverse slate of films including I’m
Not There, We Own the Night, Little Miss Sunshine,
Super Size Me, Napoleon Dynamite and Taxi to the
Darkside. Over this period, O’Keefe worked as a
representative for numerous independent 
producers and filmmakers, and he continues to
source and manage projects for the sales and
financing divisions.

Alan Maher
Production Executive, Bord Scannán na hÉireann/
the Irish Film Board (IFB)
Alan Maher joined the IFB in July 2006. 
Previously he was Head of Development at
Element Pictures and a creative director of
Vinegar Hill Productions. As Production Executive
at the IFB, Alan is responsible for funding 
projects and managing them through financing,
production, sales and distribution.

Nick Fraser
Editor of Storyville
Nick Fraser has been editor of Storyville since it
started in 1997. In recent years films shown on
Storyville have won many major awards, 
including an Oscar, a Grand Jury Prize at
Sundance, several Griersons and several 
Emmys. “The greatest discovery I’ve made at
Storyville is that you cannot stop brilliant 
documentaries from being made”.

Date Friday, 26th September
Location Meeting Room at the IFI 
Time From 9.30am

In association with Coordinated by
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The Blue Tailor (An Táilliúir Gorm)
Friday 26th September, 13.15
Director: Mike Grodner • Ireland • 2008 • 52 mins

An Táilliúir Gorm looks at the unique struggle for survival on the
small, marginalised Gaeltacht island of Inis Bigil off the Mayo 
coast. As the only island in Ireland to have been both protestant
and Irish speaking, it is not surprising that Inis Bigil has developed a
character all of its own. However today, with only 23 remaining
inhabitants, the islanders now find themselves at a crossroads.
Focusing on the story of the island’s most famous inhabitant
Pádraig Daeid (an táilliúir gorm), the film interweaves past and 
present, exploring the island’s rich culture and heritage, as it faces
into perhaps its greatest challenge yet.

Screening will be preceded by a performance of 
Pádraig Daeid’s poems and song. Presented in association
with IMRAM.

sleep furiously   IRISH PREMIERE OPENING FILM

Thursday 25th September, 20.30
Director: Gideon Koppel • UK • 2007 • 94 mins

sleep furiously, set in a small farming community in mid Wales,
explores a landscape and lifestyle strangely familiar to the Irish
viewer. The film takes us on a poetic and profound journey into a
world of endings and beginnings, where old ways are rapidly 
disappearing, yet hope springs eternal. Featuring a beautifully
understated soundtrack by the revered electronic musician Aphex
Twin, sleep furiously is lyrical film making at its best.

“This film is pure cinema: visually alert, brilliantly musical, and 
moving in the way it captures time passing and lives lost” – 
Mark Cousins author of Imagining Reality and The Story of Film.

Director Gideon Koppel will introduce the film.
Also showing: Pilgrim Dir.: Pat Collins • Ireland • 2008 • 13mins

G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
Corridor#8
Tory Island

G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
Inishark, Death of an Island
Tory Island

Route Irish
Friday 26th September, 13.00
Director: Eamonn Crudden • Ireland • 2007 • 90 mins

Make no mistake, Route Irish is a protest film. Made from what
many would consider to be a radical point of view, Route Irish is 
certainly not the kind of film to be found on national television, nor
circulating on the screens of our nation’s cinemas. In many ways,
this is the film’s strength. Unbeholden to anyone, director Eamonn
Crudden tells his story exactly as he wants. Gone are the focus pulls
and sweeping scores of the high budget documentaries; Route Irish
is a nuts and bolts activist film. Passionate and angry, Route Irish
looks at the US invasion, via Shannon airport, of Iraq, and asks the
question “what has happened to Irish neutrality?”.

Director Eamonn Crudden will introduce the film.

G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
Gabriel Byrne – Stories from Home 
Forbidden Love 
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Forbidden Love WORLD PREMIERE

Friday 26th September, 14.45
Director: Gerry Nelson • Ireland • 2008 • 52 mins

Have we Irish harboured a secret fondness for the British Royals?
The Queen is due to visit Ireland next year. How will the nation
react to the first visit by a Monarch since 1911? The days of Irish
subjects doffing their caps and curtseying to royalty are long gone.
But have we grown up enough to allow our head of state meet the
old enemy on our home ground?

As Irish-UK relations continue to thaw, Gerry Nelson finds that,
amid the nationalist orthodoxy of post-Independence Ireland, 
the fascination with the British Royal family may never have fully
died away.

G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
A Bloody Canvas
Route Irish

About Beauty
Friday 26th September, 14.30
Director: Conor Horgan • Ireland • 2008 • 52 mins

An artist of exceptional talent who has permanent collections in the
Tate Modern, IMMA and Hugh Lane Gallery, Dorothy Cross is one of
Ireland's most eminent artists. 

Featuring extensive interviews with Cross, this insightful film 
examines both the artist and the method – we see her at work in
her home in Connemara and we accompany her on a trip to the
New Ireland region of Papua New Guinea where she hopes to 
capture footage of the ancient rite of Shark Calling.G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
Annie Leibovitz: Life Through a Lens
Waiting for the Light

Greendale, Death of a School
Friday 26th September, 16.00
Director: Aoibheann O’Sullivan • Ireland • 2008 • 59 mins

Aoibheann O’Sullivan documents the final months before the 
closure of Greendale Community School in Kilbarrack. Known to
many as the school associated with novelists and playwrights, the
school was established in the early 1970’s, and served by a 
committed and idealistically driven staff, many of whom had
remained at the school throughout its existence.

As the staff prepares to turn out the lights for the last time, the
empty classrooms and silent corridors are a poignant reminder 
of the many hopes and dreams that once filled these now all-too-
quiet spaces.

Director Aoibheann O’Sullivan will introduce the film.

G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
House
Chippers
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The Order of Myths IRISH PREMIERE

Friday 26th September, 17.30
Director: Margaret Brown • US • 2008 • 80 mins

Margaret Brown’s The Order of Myths provides a fascinating insight
into century old traditions preserving racial segregation in the
union’s southern states. A native of Mobile, Alabama, Brown takes
us to the heart of the city’s Mardi Gras celebrations, where two 
distinct carnivals take place each year, one the preserve of 
descendents of slave-owners, the other of descendents of slaves.
Brown follows the Mardi Gras Queen from each carnival, two young
women burdened by tradition, into their exotic yet segregated
worlds of diamond-encrusted crowns, voluminous, hand-sewn
gowns, and royal courts peopled by kings, queen, knights and ladies.

“Quietly shocking, The Order of Myths is a deft, engrossing cross- 
section of Mobile life, heavy on local color and insight” – Village Voice 

G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
Jesus Camp
Corridor#8

Patti Smith: Dream of Life IRISH PREMIERE

Friday 26th September, 20.45
Director: Steven Sebring • US • 2008 • 109 mins

Steven Sebring first met Patti Smith when he photographed her 
for a Spin shoot in 1995. He spent the next eleven years filming 
her, and Patti Smith: Dream of Life is the result – a plunge into the
philosophy and artistry of the legendary singer and cult rocker.  

A rich and beautifully layered film, Sebring’s documentary follows
the multitalented and private artist through her spoken words, 
performances, lyrics, interviews, paintings and photographs, and 
in so doing casts light on a career marked by extraordinary 
achievement, incendiary creative collaborations, and 
shocking tragedies.

“A Spellbinder” – Premiere

G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
Annie Leibovitz: Life Through a Lens 
The Upsetter: Lee Scratch Perry 

Jesus Camp IRISH PREMIERE

Friday 26th September, 19.00
Directors: Rachel Grady, Heidi Ewing • US • 2007 • 87 mins

A powerful and absorbing documentary from film-makers Heidi
Ewing and Rachel Grady (who made 2005’s brilliant film about
inner-city children’s lives, The Boys of Baraka). Jesus Camp delves
into the goings-on at the Kids on Fire evangelical camp in North
Dakota, where children spend their summer playing Christian 
combat games, speaking in tongues and weeping with ecstasy as
they confirm their love for Jesus. The camp's founder explains her
mission to encourage the kids to “take back America for Christ”, and
while there are opposing views on screen, the film never takes sides,
making the experience even more fascinating and disturbing.

OSCAR NOMINATED, 2007 BEST DOCUMENTARY 
OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT IN DOCUMENTARY – TRIBECA FILM FESTIVAL

G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
The Order of Myths 
Football Undercover 
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The John O'Conor Beethoven Project
(Working Title) IRISH PREMIERE

Saturday 27th September, 11.30
Producer: Bill Hughes • Ireland • 2008 • 52 mins

Two hours south of Naples, clinging to the rugged Amalfi Coast, sits
the town of Positano, the perfect place to get married, fall in love or
just go shopping. But not everyone comes to soak up the sun, chill
out or shop. In a villa overlooking the town, for two weeks every
year, Dubliner John O’Conor gives a masterclass to some of the best
young pianists from all over the world. In a tradition handed down
to O’Conor by German concert pianist Wilhelm Kempff, the lesson
is how to play Beethoven’s music in the manner the composer 
himself wished. These are lessons in piano-playing, in the music of
the great Ludwig von Beethoven, as well as lessons in life. 

Producer Bill Hughes will attend the screening.

G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
Note by Note: The Making of Steinway L1037
Gabriel Byrne – Stories from Home

Chippers IRISH PREMIERE

Saturday 27th September, 12.00
Director: Nino Tropiano • Ireland • 2008 • 52 mins

Borza, Macari, Cafolla, Mizzoni, Cassoni… some of the names with
which the discerning Irish fish and chip consumer will be familiar.
For nigh on 100 years, these and other Italian families have provided
fish, chips and the odd battered burger to Dublin’s hungry masses. 
In fact, since the early 20th century, upwards of 4,000 Italians have
settled in Dublin. Following Barbato Borza (son of chipper 
legend Donato Borza) on a trip to Casalattico, director Nino
Tropiano tells the story of Dublin’s Italian chippers, a charming 
and nostalgic story of struggle, of family, and of chips.

Director Nino Tropiano will attend the screening.

Also showing: Crispy bits and Caviar
Director: Jennifer Killelea • 2007

G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
Greendale
Forbidden Love 

Please Vote for Me IRISH PREMIERE 
(TERRESTRIAL)

Saturday 27th September, 11.00
Director: Weijun Chen • China/Denmark • 2007 • 57 mins

Is democracy a universal value that suits human nature? Do 
elections inevitably lead to manipulation? Please Vote for Me is a
portrait of a society and a town through a school, its children and its
families. A grade 3 class at Evergreen Primary School has their first
encounter with democracy by holding an election to select a Class
Monitor. Eight-year olds compete against each other for the 
coveted position. The purpose of Weijun Chen’s experiment is to
determine how, if democracy came to China, it would be received.

“A fascinating glimpse of a nation of only children” - Hollywood Reporter

WINNER OF STERLING FEATURE AWARD, SILVERDOCS 2007

G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
Corridor#8
Football Undercover
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Inishark, Death of an Island 
(Inis Airc, Bás Oileáin)
Saturday 27th September, 12.45
Director: Kieran Concannon • Ireland • 2008 • 50 mins

This beautifully crafted film looks at life on the West coast island of
Inishark, an island whose resilient community had survived for 
centuries until its evacuation in 1960. The story, told by surviving
islanders, is brought to life with previously unseen 8mm archive
film, and the island’s final demise is documented in newsreel
footage of the evacuation. A beautiful and lovingly crafted film,
Inishark’s story sheds light on the treatment of peripheral 
communities by the authorities of the age, and the film stands as
an elegy for a proud tribe and the passing of a unique way of life.

Screening will be preceded by poetry readings. Presented in
association with IMRAM.

G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
The Blue Tailor
Tory Island

I see a Darkness WORLD PREMIERE

Saturday 27th September, 14.15
Director: Alan Gilsenan • Ireland • 2008 • 52 mins

Following on from the highly acclaimed series The Asylum and 
The Hospice, Alan Gilsenan’s I see a Darkness is the opening 
documentary in a new series about suicide in Ireland. The film is a
raw and intimate re-telling of the story of the death by suicide of
Simon Moroney, a fifteen year-old from Drogheda. Simon’s friends
and family speak with remarkable honesty and courage in this
starkly unadorned and moving film. Strangely haunting in it’s 
simplicity, I see a Darkness is an unflinching meditation on 
profound and inexplicable grief.

Director Alan Gilsenan and members of Moroney family will 
attend. There will be a post show discussion, followed by a 
reception hosted by the Radharc Trust.

G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
House
Hold Me Tight, Let Me Go 

Note by Note: The Making of
Steinway L1037
Saturday 27th September, 13.30
Director: Ben Niles • US • 2007 • 81 mins

Filmmaker Ben Niles follows the painstaking year-long process of
building and fine-tuning a handmade nine-foot concert grand piano
in the Steinway company’s factory in Queens, New York. From the
very beginnings, in an Alaskan forest, we follow the complex and
compelling production process – a process that hasn’t significantly
changed in more than a century, spanning 12 months, 12,000 parts,
450 craftsmen, and countless hours of fine-tuned labour.

“As a study of stubborn artisanal tradition in the Pro Tools age, Note
by Note is a stirring symphony of specialized labor” – Village Voice

G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
The John O’Conor Beethoven Project (Working Title)
Tory Island 

stf_08_programme  18/08/2008  14:51  Page 10



www.ifi.ie 11www.ifi.ie 11

Waiting for the Light WORLD PREMIERE

Saturday 27th September, 17.00
Director: Ciarín Scott • Ireland • 2008 • 67 mins

An intensely moving portrait of 85-year-old Irish film auteur George
Morrison; pioneer and innovator of Irish Cinema, maker of Mise Eire,
Ireland’s first feature documentary. His time in the spotlight was
short-lived, and his great successes were followed by many years of
slow decline. Then, in 2006, just a year after suffering a massively
debilitating stroke, Morrison made Dublin Day, his first film in over
30 years. In Waiting for the Light director Ciarín Scott uncovers his
work, his life and loves in frank and intimate interviews. We see and
feel his triumphs and his long years of failure, his passion for film, his 
obsessive perfectionism, and his great personal charm and humour. 

Director Ciarín Scott and George Morrison will attend. There
will be a post show Q&A.

G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
sleep furiously
The Blue Tailor

Tory Island (Oileán Thoraí)
Saturday 27th September, 19.00
Director: Pat Collins • Ireland • 2002 • 52 mins

Tory Island, nine miles off the coast of Donegal, is the most 
remote inhabited island off Ireland. Its notorious inaccessibility and
unforgiving landscape has not deterred 150 people from making
this island their home. Oileán Thoraí captures, over the course of
eighteen months, the changing patterns of life on Tory. Oileán
Thoraí is an hour-long documentary film which blends striking
landscape photography with intimate contemporary interviews. It’s
a fluid mix of past and present, history and contemporary life. This
film explores the ideas of spatiality, isolation, community and 
identity, and the decline and continuation of tradition.

Director Pat Collins will attend, and the screening will be 
followed by music and song from Lillis O’Laoire and friends.
Presented in association with IMRAM.

G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
The Blue Tailor
Inishark, Death of an Island

Gabriel Byrne – Stories from Home
Saturday 27th September, 15.15
Director: Pat Collins • Ireland • 2008 • 75 mins

A revealing and moving insight into the life and creative impulse of
one of Ireland’s foremost actors. Blending home movie films and
contemporary footage, director Pat Collins’ craft engages fully with
Byrne’s openness and generosity. The result grants the viewer a 
rare insight into Byrne’s private world. We observe him in New York
city, in his home in Brooklyn; in Dublin, the city of his birth; and 
in behind-the-scenes footage on the set of the HBO series In
Treatment which was shot in Los Angeles. However, it is the quiet
ruminative moments where Byrne shines best, as he speaks with an
unflinching honesty and intimacy about the events which have
shaped his life. 

Director Pat Collins will introduce the film.

G

IF YOU LIKE THIS YOU’D LIKE THESE
The Blue Tailor
Waiting for the Light
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The Upsetter – The Life & Music 
of Lee Scratch Perry IRISH PREMIERE

Saturday 27th September, 20.45
Dirs: Ethan Higbee & Adam Bhala Lough • US • 2008 • 90 mins 

The Upsetter tells the fascinating story of Lee ‘Scratch’ Perry. A
visionary musician and artist from rural Jamaica, he journeyed to
the big city of Kingston in the late 1950’s with dreams of making it
in the burgeoning record industry. He burst upon the scene with a
brand new sound, inventing a genre of music that would come to
be called Reggae, discovering a young Bob Marley and gaining
international recognition as a record producer and solo artist.

The Upsetter charts 70 years in the life of the artist through an
exclusive interview given to American filmmakers Ethan Higbee
and Adam Bhala Lough in Switzerland in 2006. It is equally a 
documentation of 30 years of Jamaican music and culture.
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Stranger 
Than Fiction

Short
Film Selection

Sunday 28th September, 12.00

The Cemetery People 
Director: Alessandro Molatore
Duration: 4’ • Country: Ireland
This film explores the unimaginable
world of The Cemetery People, 
where families live, eat and sleep
among the graves.

Headfort 
Director: Brendan Casey
Duration: 9’ 40” • Country: Ireland
A day in the life of a student in
Headfort School – a prestigious 
boarding school in Meath for 
primary school children.

God & Napoleon
Director: Ciarán Deeney
Duration: 9' 37'' • Country: Ireland
This is a charming and endearing
portrayal of bachelorhood in 
suburban Ireland, providing insight
into the life of James Farrell, a deeply
religious man and outsider in his 
own community.

Walking Dreams
Director: Evan Barry
Duration: 4' 1'' • Country: Ireland
In this stunning visual piece about
the beauty and grace of motion,
Walking Dreams is an intimate 
documentary about a woman who
has lost the ability to walk and as 
a result has gained greater 
appreciation for movement. 

The Puppeteer & The Inventor 
Directors: Donal O’Mahony & 
Mischa Langemeijer
Duration: 8' 4'' • Country: Ireland
This documentary showcases the
work of Dutch company ‘Electric
Circus’, mapping the process of 
creating robotic puppets from 
conception through to completion.

Pigeon Men 
Director: Marryanne Christodoulou
Duration: 7' 53'' • Country: Australia
A group of men obsessed with the
sport of pigeon-flying takes us into
their strange world.

A Day in Palestine 
Directors: Mary Ellen Davis, 
José Garcia Lozano, Will Eizlini
Duration: 5' 45'' • Country: Canada
Scenes of everyday life in the 
occupied Palestinian Territories.

The Day I Saw You
Director: Aine Ni Fhaolain
Duration: 9' • Country: Ireland
An observational poetic documentary

exploring human behaviour in an
urban environment.

Illusion Dwellers 
Director: Robb Ellender
Duration: 8' 42'' • Country: Ireland
Members of an often overlooked 
and frequently misunderstood 
community share their unique view
of the world.

The Richness of Change 
Director: Colin Murphy
Duration: 1' • Country: Ireland
The Richness of Change offers a 
snapshot of contemporary Ireland.

The Blight 
Director: Rouzbeh Rashidi
Duration: 5' • Country: Ireland
An experimental observation of the
life of an elderly Irish couple.

Bingo 
Director: Michael Fortune
Duration: 2' 37'' • Country: Ireland
Bingo documents the unusual social
event of a ‘Drive-in Bingo’ which is
held weekly in the village of
Ballymitty in County Wexford.

Terminal Communication 
Director: Michael Fortune
Duration: 2' 53'' • Country: Ireland
A film showing the actions of drivers
as they approach a badly signed 
junction leading into Rosslare
Harbour ferry port.
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A Bloody Canvas IRISH PREMIERE

Sunday 28th September, 14.00
Director: Andrew Gallimore • Ireland • 2008 • 81 mins

Three unrelated events – a civil war, a black heavyweight champion
without a challenger, and a journeyman Irish fighter down on his
luck – conspire to produce the most bizarre world championship
fight in boxing history, on St. Patrick's Day 1923, in Dublin City.
There are certain sporting events that transcend the world of
sports, and the 1923 championship fight in which ‘Bold’ Mike
McTigue beat ‘Battling Siki’ was definitely one of them. Featuring
stunning archive footage and marvellous reconstructions, A Bloody
Canvas delivers a mighty punch!

Director Andrew Gallimore, Producer Morgan Bushe and 
Editor Eoin McDonagh will attend for a post show Q&A.
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Waiting for the Light

Hold Me Tight, Let Me Go  IRISH PREMIERE 
(TERRESTRIAL)

Sunday 28th September, 15.45
Director: Kim Longinotto • UK • 2007 • 100 mins

Internationally acclaimed director Kim Longinotto is one of the 
pre-eminent documentary filmmakers working today, renowned
for creating extraordinary human portraits. Longinotto’s latest
multi-award winning film is a moving observational 
documentary on Oxfordshire’s Mulberry Bush School, a unique
boarding school for children with extreme emotional and 
behavioural problems. Longinotto’s perfected observational style
captures the humanity of the pupils, their families and the teachers
superbly. The result is a heartbreaking, engrossing study of 
dysfunction. It also pays witness to the tremendous influence that
adults hold – for bad and for good – upon growing children. 

SPECIAL JURY PRIZE IDFA AMSTERDAM 2007
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House WORLD PREMIERE

Sunday 28th September, 12.00
Director: Tanya Doyle • Ireland • 2008 • 52 mins

20 Harelawn Grove, Clondalkin was the Doyle family home. In 2007
the house was sold, 8 years after the death of their mother, an 
alcoholic. In the time between their mother’s death and their father
leaving, the house became the only icon of security Tanya, her 3 
sisters and her brother could depend on. After making the decision
to sell the house, and in the days before vacating, the filmmaker
brought each family member to the house to tell their own story. 
In a brave and personal way, this autobiographical documentary
explores how themes of alcoholism, abandonment, grief, identity,
money and security weave into the tapestry of a family dynamic. 

Director Tanya Doyle will introduce the film.
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Corridor#8 IRISH PREMIERE

Sunday 28th September, 17.30
Director: Boris Despodov • Bulgaria • 2008 • 74 mins 

The mighty wheels of bureaucracy grind to a halt in this, perhaps
the world’s first ‘non-road’ movie. Corridor#8 was planned by the
EU as an extraordinarily ambitious rail and road system linking
Bulgaria, Macedonia and Albania – neighbouring countries that
should, logically, already have been connected. Ten years and 
millions of euros later, progress is scarcely visible. Despodov sets off
along the potholed and haphazard Corridor#8, encountering blood
feuds and intense neighbourly suspicion, ultimately finding that the
road is doomed to take altogether unplanned directions.

“Absurdly funny, quintessentially Balkan and poignantly revealing,
Corridor#8 is a fascinating portrait of the new unified Europe” - Hot Docs

Director Boris Despodov will attend the screening. 
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Annie Leibovitz: 
Life Through a Lens IRISH PREMIERE

Sunday 28th September, 20.30
Director: Barbara Leibovitz • US • 2006 • 109 mins

Photographer Annie Leibovitz has produced some of the most
memorable and iconic images of the last 30 years, from her work
with Rolling Stone magazine through to her Hollywood cover 
portraits at Vanity Fair. She has recorded the horrors of war in
Rwanda and Sarajevo, as well as the lives of her friends and family.
Masterful at exposing her photographic subjects, Annie's own life
has been private and protected. In this film, she exposes her artistic
process, her personal journey and her delicate balancing of fame
and family. This is a fascinating portrait of a great talent, featuring
contributions from a wide range of interviewees including Arnold
Schwarzenegger, Hillary Clinton, Mick Jagger and George Clooney.

“An insightful look into how an artist ultimately confronts life and loss
through a lens” – Variety
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Football Undercover IRISH PREMIERE

Sunday 28th September, 19.00
Directors: David Assmann, Ayat Najafi • Germany • 2008 • 86 mins

Tehran, April 2006: The first official friendly match takes place
between the Iranian women’s football team and a local Berlin girls’
team, in front of more than 1000 cheering female fans. It has taken
a year’s hard work on the parts of both teams of young women to
make this happen. But now, after overcoming numerous obstacles,
the atmosphere in the stadium is electric as the game begins. These
90 minutes are about more than just a football game. Both the
desire for self-determination and equality are being expressed here
and it is clear: change is possible. 

“Aces in all respects” – Variety
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GALWAY

Monday 29th September, 7:30pm
Standard Operating Procedure
Tuesday 30th September, 7:30pm
Football Undercover
Wednesday 1st October, 7:30pm
Please Vote for Me

EYE Cinema
Wellpark, Galway
Tel: 091 78 00 78
Booking online
www.eyecinema.ie

WATERFORD

Wednesday 1st October, 8:30pm
Standard Operating Procedure
Thursday 2nd October, 8:30pm
Football Undercover 

Waterford film for all
Storm Cinema, Poleberry, Waterford
Tel: 051 309 110
Booking online
www.waterfordfilmforall.com

Stranger Than
Fiction On Tour

Standard Operating Procedure
Filmmaker Errol Morris looks at the
detainee abuse photos from Abu
Ghraib prison, exploring digital 
technology, human frailty and the
Bush administration’s approach to
the Geneva Convention.

Football Undercover
A wonderful exploration of the
Iranian women’s football team’s 
first official friendly match in front 
of more than 1000 cheering 
female fans. 

Please Vote for Me
A fascinating glimpse of a Chinese
primary school’s first encounter with
democracy as they hold an election
to select a Class Monitor.
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